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Kenmore Rifle Range Special Use Procedures 
 

Operating Procedures 

 

 Kenmore Range operates under two general sets of rules for its rifle ranges.  

 

 Supervised - For the general public, rifle shooting is done from the benchrest position, 

slow fire, loading no more than ten rounds in the rifle. This is done because we don't know the 

training or skill levels of the general public who use our range. This shooting is done under the 

supervision and control of our rangemasters. Matches, training, and other events are also 

conducted under supervision.  

 

 Unsupervised - For our members, we have a Special Use process for those who wish to 

use a range without a dedicated rangemaster, shoot from other than a benchrest position, or at 

other than 50 or 100 yards distance. These different positions include off-hand, kneeling, sitting, 

prone, from shooting sticks, or from a magazine loaded with up to ten rounds. We also allow 

shooting with muzzleloading rifles and highpower pistols, and chronograph use.  

 

 Intent - The Special Use process is in place to insure that members have enough skill to 

be safe in their particular use, to keep bullets within the limits of our ranges, and to avoid 

damage to our ranges. This process also allows members to safely practice and improve their 

skills at their chosen type of rifle shooting. 

 

 

Rifle Special Use Training 

 

 Members will take Rifle Special Use training when they wish to be able to use Range #1 

at any open time or Range #2 during member hours. To get the training, find the Rifle Special 

Use training on the club calendar, click on it, and sign up using the form provided. Rifle Special 

Use training will be scheduled regularly on the club calendar, usually once a month. 

 

 When this Special Use training is complete, the member will then apply for an overall 

Rifle Range endorsement to their membership badge. This authorizes them to use the rifle ranges 

unsupervised, within the design limits of the range and within the operating limits of club 

restrictions. This is for any approved position, any distance, 10 rounds maximum in the 

magazine, slow fire only. This is for up to 300 yards from prone or the benchrest, up to 100 yards 

with rimfire and muzzleloading, all other shooting at 100 yards.  

 

 Members who complete this training will have their membership card updated with a 

blue square on the front of the card, indicating Rifle Special Use. The blue field on the back of 

the card will state, “Complete Rifle Special Use” to distinguish it from earlier qualifications.  

 

 Rifle Special Use will be renewed by taking the training again after 7 years, to make sure 

that members are aware of changed conditions or procedures on the ranges. Members may 

choose to take the special use training and renew their special use sooner than 7 years.  
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General Limitations  

 

 Range design - The design of our range requires that the 200 and 300 yard targets on 

Range #1 can only be engaged from the benches or from the prone position on the firing 

platform. The 50 yard targets can only be engaged from the benches, from the prone, sitting, or 

kneeling positions on the platform, or from standing next to the benches. All other shooting is at 

the 100 yard targets.   

  

 

 

Rifle Range specific limitations 

 

Range #1 

 Bench rest - Shooting from the bench can be done at 50 or 100 yards with rimfire rifles, 

50, 100, 200, or 300 yards with centerfire rifles, 50 or 100 yards with highpower pistols, and 50 

or 100 yards with blackpowder or muzzleloading rifles. Bench rest shooting is generally done 

from the east or center shooting bays.  

 

 Off-hand rifle - Shooting from the off-hand position will be done from either between the 

benches, with the forward foot touching the bulkhead at either 50 or 100 yards, or from the 

forward platform at only 100 yards.  

 

 Highpower pistol - Shooting highpower pistols will be limited to pistols using rifle 

cartridges, and will be shot from a rest or a bipod on the shooting bench. This will be done from 

the east shooting bay.  

 

 Pistol-caliber carbines - These carbines will be fired from a rest or a bipod on the 

shooting bench in the east shooting bay. All shots must be on the paper at 100 yards.  

 

 Chronograph - Chronographs will be used only from the east bay on range #1, and will be 

arranged so that bullets passing over the chronograph will hit the 100 yard impact area without 

damaging the target frames. Setup of chronographs should not unduly delay or impede the ability 

of other shooters to use the range.   

 

 Muzzleloaders - Muzzleloading rifles will be fired at 50 or 100 yards. They will be 

loaded from a powder measure or with propellant pellets, and powder and cap containers will be 

closed when firing.  

 

 Position shooting - Position shooting is generally done from the west or center shooting 

bays, from the forward platform. This will be done at 50 to 100 yards, and includes prone, 

sitting, kneeling, and off-hand. This may be done with either rimfire or centerfire rifles.  

 

 Long-range prone - Long-range prone will be done at 100, 200 or 300 yards from the 

forward platform, with centerfire rifles.  
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 Shooting sticks - Shooting sticks will be used at 100 yards from the forward platform, 

from either the standing, kneeling, or sitting positions. The member may use a single stick, a 

bipod or a tripod.     

 

 Magazines - Magazines may be loaded with no more than ten rounds. This should 

accommodate most competitions and practice for those competitions that require magazine use. 

This will also let members practice using their magazines without constant reloading. 

 

Range #2 

 Bench rest - Shooting will only be done from the bench, at 50 yards for rimfire rifles and 

shotguns with slugs, at 50 or 100 yards for muzzleloading rifles, or 100 yards for centerfire 

rifles. Rifles will be loaded with no more than five rounds in the magazine for rimfire rifles, and 

only one round at a time for slug guns or centerfire rifles.  

 

 

All ranges 

 

 Member hours - No shots will be fired on any range before 9:01 or after the closing of the 

Range Office. All members with Special Use endorsement will have a gate key and wear their 

membership card. 

 

 Multiple shots - Shooting will be done at a slow fire pace, no faster than one shot every 

two seconds.   

 

 Caliber limitations - Ranges #1 and #2 are limited to rifle calibers below .50 Browning, 

.416 Chey-Tac and similar cartridges with muzzle energies above 8000 foot-pounds. (460 Wby 

Mag, 8000 ft-lbs) Baffles have been tested with .338 Lapua.  

 

 Targets - Members will only use targets attached to the existing target frames. Aiming 

points will be kept away from support frames. Pictures of people or human shapes will not be 

used as targets. Members will only hang one target at a time, from the target frame that matches 

their shooting position. Targets will be removed when the shooter is done.  

 

 Cleanup - Members will clean up after themselves, to include targets, muzzleloader 

patches, cleaning materials, and cartridges and cartridge boxes.  

 

 

 

Related policies 

 

 Members will take Rifle Special Use training when they wish to be able to use Range #1 

at any time or Range #2 during member hours.  

 

 Rifle Special Use training will be scheduled regularly on the club calendar. Members 

who complete this training will have their membership card updated with a blue square on the 
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front of the card, indicating Rifle Special Use. The blue field on the back of the card will state, 

“Complete Rifle Special Use” to distinguish it from earlier qualifications.  

 

 Rifle Special Use will be renewed by taking the training again after 7 years, to make sure 

that members are aware of changed conditions or procedures on the ranges. Members may 

choose to take the special use training and renew their special use sooner than 7 years.  

 

 Members who violate these policies or act in an unsafe manner will have their special use 

and gate key suspended. Restoral of special use privileges may require that the member retake 

the Special Use training.  

 

 Members with current Rifle Special Use qualification do not need to take the new Special 

Use training until their current Special Use qualification next expires.   

 

 

Special Use Training  

 

 Rifle Special Use training follows this lesson plan:  

 

 Sign-in and admin procedures; targets, use of target frames, cease fire bell and key, first 

aid kits, lights, use of east, west, and middle bays, etc. Practical exercise.  

 

 Setup procedures; entering and leaving the range, casing and uncasing rifles, muzzle 

control, chamber flags, open bolts, benchrests, shooting mats, etc. Practical exercise.  

 

 Benchrest use and its relation to the 50, 100, 200, and 300 yard targets. Explanation and 

demonstration, practical exercise. Inclusion of up to 10 round magazine use.  

 

 Off hand shooting, its limitations and advantages. Practical exercise.  

 

 Chronograph and wind flag use.  

 

 High power pistol use, explanation and demonstration of the difference between high 

power pistol and big-bore pistol.  

 

 Muzzleloading rifle use, explanation, and demonstration if possible.  

 

 Position shooting from the forward platform. Inclusion of up to 10 round magazine use. 

Explanation and demonstration of its relation to the 50 and 100 yard targets. 

 

 Shooting sticks, from the platform. Explanation, demonstration.  

 

 300 yard prone and its use relative to the 100, 200, and 300 yard targets.  

 

 Each shooting practical exercise will include a different member performing as the acting 

rangemaster.  
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 When this Special Use training is complete, the member will then apply for an overall 

Rifle Range endorsement to their membership badge. This authorizes them to use the rifle ranges 

unsupervised, within the design limits of the range and within the operating limits of club 

restrictions. This is for any approved position, any distance, 10 rounds maximum in the 

magazine, slow fire only. This is for up to 300 yards from prone or the benchrest, up to 100 yards 

with rimfire and muzzleloading, all other shooting at 100 yards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


